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THF draft Telecommumr,d-
tions Seftot polmy dated:

August 5:2009, which was pib- -

lished by the Bahamian gov-

ernment a week later, articu-

lates a set of objectiv'('-:s and
vision statement completely

devoid of any tef'e'r'e'nee 10 Clis

mate Chdngc

" ciencies and claims of wide-

rdngmg reform in the introduc- -

- tion to the draft, basically it's a
“busingss as usual” document
that ddds little or 1o value to

our capacity to meet key che;l—' ‘
lenges, espumally those thiat will
be the most crucial of 11115 celi- -

turys =

technology (ICT) sector, which

includes the electromcs com-
_munications segment, plays'a -
key rolé in: addressing. climate’ -
change and facilitating efficient

and Tow carbon development.

Not only-does it facilitate other
sectors, bt 'its role in emission
- reduction and cnergy savings =

in the industry itself is signifi-

cant. Therefore, it behooves -
countries such as the Bahamas,. .

"who have signed-the Kyo'to

Protocol, to.articulate the sec -

tor’s creative responmbllmes in
thlh respect. i~
The birth of. the d1g1ta1 age

came with the invention.of the.
trans:stor in the 19508, Through' :
" this means persotial computing

- was introduced on the one ™ -
.-hand; and high capacity, fixed.
and moblle telecommunications
on the other. Bpth technolo-

Ona global scale the mfor—f _
matign and communications -

» the econoniy:” : )
T Ident:f’ymg new market
opportunities for the'sectdr and .-

g _.‘bon footprmt of the ‘sector, It'1s "
“approptiate’ for a‘policy: paper
- onthe sector to“articulate how ~
- itwillméet ifs fdotprint reduc-.
o chai]cnge cspecially in-an
' -a1ch1pc1ago where eléctronic
. communications are éssential
-for development and where
~there is so_mwich reliance on. -
. fofeign direct investmoent. A"
“reliance which should mean

that governance. standardb set
by the pollcymakels truly
strengthen consetvation capac»

ity, even as théy meet mvc%t(ns o
; expectalmns
Despuc admission of defa» .

Pohcy

- If, as It-seems;-t_here isno p01~'
icy objective that addresses the
‘need to identify the carben.

[ootprmt of an individiial piece

of électronic commumcatlonb ’
hardware, sueh as a ‘obile
“phone, which is relatively easy”
to do, is it likely; then, to expect
that. carbon footprints. from. .
more complex and cofiverged
network services such’as broad: -
“band Intérnet will be 1dent1--

fied? I think not!.

. Electronic commumcauon%i-
-networks link the Bahiamas into .
a global system, so.one might .
eXpect a visiatidty gutlook-on
the sector’s role with respect to- -

an issue as pressing and réle-

vant.1o alligs climate change.

- What mhight.an enabling role.

"'ln climate change adaptation

- and-mitigation in-the Bahamas -
- mean for the electronic’ com-

¥ munication$-sector? It ¢ould

“meaty three thmgs at least:

"* Measunng the dn‘ect car-

“bon footprint of the sector.

- * Enablibg. quanllﬁable emis-

apphcatlons it othér sectors of

other sectors mvolved w1th real-

" tor policy deal with liberalisé
- important: paint about the: eleg B!

“to infliuence and transform the -
" way our society works, and the
| way people behave.

the sector! Point'63-of subhead ™

' URCA, the indusiry. regulatm ;

~ ple and enviropment) through- -
sions reductions thtough ICT. .
" by electronic communicafi

This sector is uniquc, is m 1ts
ab111ty to make energy con-i
sumption: and:carbon emissions:.

- visible through its produets,
sgrvices.,. Yet a0 link. between: ..
‘the sector's stated ob]ccllves ist

' made to those' of other utilify ™
supphcrs ‘sich as BEC or the+'t
Water and Sewcrdgc (,oxpora-
tion inthis regard. ., ... ..

Because electmmc COMmu-"

“nications products afid servicey

can enable the monitoring and:.
mapping of energy; itis possible. -

; +to know where inefficiencies . .
- " oceur throughout the proce%scss- '
" “and workflows of various sec-’ -
“itors.in the economy. This
»means that infrastructure cari
*.be radically transforined. :

- Points 13-17 of the draft se

tion (a subbead of the vision) as
a1 entirely market-driven con-
cept; when perhaps: the most :‘

Aronic comminications; inds
try is the, be_nle‘fltsl from 't

adoption of ICT technologics”

- Hardly anything is said about
: the transforniative aspects of

Consumer. Protéction deals-
obliquely. with: this in. dne denz: -
.tence  only. It states tha

will ‘actively promote’ public: *
awarenéss campaigns {0 inforny ©-
“customeis of ‘their 11ghts and i
obligations. '
Nowhere'is it stated that the
opportunitics. for transforma-'--_
tion‘and promotion of dustains .~
able developmcnt‘ for all (gee= ¥

out the archipelagd is enhanced

Or that the sector’s prox
and services are crucial comi -2
ponents of the Bahamas..tran- . ...

-y&ition. to a low ‘carbon egono- .



